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no knowledge is by itself known to be valid i.e. the validity
of knowledge is not self-evident.

Vacaspati argues that a knowledge which apprehends
an object, does not apprehend itself and its validity. Cog-
nition which is common to valid knowledge and invalid
knowledge, cannot apprehend its validity or correspondence
with its object.32 Udayana argues that the validity of
knowledge-of an object which was not frequently known
from extraneous conditions because it is doubtful, like its
invalidity, If it is known for certain, then there is no room
for doubt. Doubt cannot arise from the perception of a
common quality of a valid knowledge and an invalid know-
ledge, because then it would never cease. If doubt is due
to non-perception of the distinction between valid know-
ledge and invalid knowledge, then either the validity of
knowledge is not apprehended, though the knowledge is
apprehended, or the valid knowledge itself is not apprehen-
ded. In the first alternative, knowledge does not apprehend
its own validity, because knowledge is apprehended, but
its validity is not apprehended. In the second alternative,
doubt as to the validity of knowledge is not apprehended,
because the knowledge itself is not apprehended. Deter-
mination of validity of knowledge by itself does not consist
in its being quickly followed by successful action, since
prompt action does not depend upon knowledge of validity-
Desire is the cause of action. The knowledge of the means
conducive to good is the cause of desire, It depends upon the
memory of its conduciveness to pleasure.which depends upon
previous perception due to the intercourse of an object with
a sense-organ The knowledge of validity is not the cause
of action. Even if it is so, it does not Drove that the vali-
dity of knowledgs is known by itself. Further the capacity
for producing successful action depends upon validity of
knowledge or apprehension of its validity but not upon self-
validity of knowledge (svatah pramanya). A thirsty person
does not perceive the power of water to quench thirst
before he actually quenches his thirst by drinking water.
Successful action is a certain mark (Unga) which proves the
validity of knowledge beyond doubt.83